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Residents in socioeconomically disadvantaged communities surrounding some of the best medical centers in the world, are dying from preventable or curable diseases.  In fact, the US government acknowledged that disparities in mortality, from causes attributable to modifiable risk factors, were a reality for many Americans with the publication of the Heckler report in 1985.  Since the publication of this seminal report, the elimination of health disparities has been touted as a priority of the US Department of Health and Human Services.  We and others have argued that of the various known contributors to health disparities upstream social and environmental factors are the ones that are most amenable to intervention through public policies.  Recently, policy makers have focused on the disproportionate exposure to environmental hazards and reduced access to health care.  In this presentation, I will discuss the health care delivery system from the point of view that it has failed to ensure good health for millions of Americans in spite of the nation’s enormous investment and leadership in research, training and technology development. Finally, I will make the case that the evolving health care reform legislation does little to address affordability and other inherent limitations of the current individualized or physician/patient health care delivery model.

