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International studies suggest that the age at which children are entering puberty has fallen.  The evidence suggests this is occurring in various ethnic groups, including internationally adopted children raised in new cultures.  Most of these studies are retrospective or cross sectional.  Some have speculated that endocrine disrupters may contribute to the advance in the age of puberty.  Endocrine disrupters have been implicated in the increase in prevalence of the fall in the age of onset of puberty, for example, and its relation to breast cancer in later life and to the increased prevalence in some developed countries of testicular dysgenesis and testicular cancer.  It has been suggested that intrauterine as well as perinatal exposure to endocrine disrupters is an important factor.
